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ALBANY BUSHFIRES 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [2.08 pm]: I would like to inform the 
house about the tireless efforts of the emergency services personnel, volunteers and Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions employees who battled the series of bushfires in the Albany area and great southern 
region recently. 

This was an unprecedented weather event that saw winds of more than 100 kilometres per hour combine with 
record low rainfall to produce terrible fire conditions. During the week leading up to the bushfires, firefighters 
were rushed off their feet responding to scores of private burns that had escaped. By Friday, 25 May, there were 
four emergency warnings current, with more than 50 fires burning out of control in the region. 

When I visited Albany shortly after the fires, I was told that the conditions were so severe that water from the 
hoses was virtually being blown sideways. There were reports of embers flying up to a kilometre and a half ahead 
of the fire front and visibility so poor that firefighters could barely make out the headlights on their vehicles 
because of all the dust. Volunteer and career firefighters worked continuously throughout the night battling the 
ferocious blazes and evacuating residents. Volunteers and Department of Fire and Emergency Services crews came 
from around the regions and the metro area. 

I met with members of the City of Albany and they walked me through how they handled the blazes and how they 
worked closely with Department of Fire and Emergency Services to get on top of the fires. They are to be 
congratulated for what I would say was a great example of local government, volunteers and emergency service 
agencies working together to deal with an emergency. 

Further west of Albany, it is worth noting the brave actions the firefighters and lodge owners took to protect 
holiday-makers at the Nutkin Lodge in Peaceful Bay. When firefighters arrived, they got everyone to drive their 
cars onto a paddock and used the fire trucks to form a circle of safety around the vehicles until the fire had passed 
over. If it were not for the quick and decisive actions of the lodge owners and firefighters, the outcome could have 
been very different. It is testament to the outstanding work of emergency services personnel that lives were not 
lost and property damage was not more extensive given the catastrophic fire conditions. I was briefed by officers 
from the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions in Albany about how previous prescribed 
burning had helped efforts at containing the prescribed burn in the Torndirrup National Park that had started in 
mid-May but had flared up again with those unusually fierce winds. Clearly, everyone involved was trying to do 
the right thing by reducing fuel loads just a week or so out from winter. 

In closing, I would like to offer my sincere appreciation to everyone who worked relentlessly under extremely 
tough conditions to protect the Albany community and other parts of the great southern region. 
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